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ORIGINAL LETTERS; 


FROM TIE INTERIOR OF THE STATE QE NEW-YOkRK., 


Oswego, July 19, 1810. 


I suspect I am not accurate in my dates; but 
in voyaging through the wilderness, where nev- 
er beil yet tolled to church, one may be pardon- 
ed for not knowing the day of the week or month: 
‘twill be weil if we remember that autumn is ap- 
proaching,in which no white man paddles his ca- 
noe in these waters with impunity. I saw at the 
falls two or three thousand barrels of salt; and 
at this place there are probably eight or ten 
thousand more. Batteaux bring ffom one hun- 
dred to two hundred barrels each, from Ononda- 
ga (say eight or ten miles above Three River 
Point) to the falls, and there unload. Waggons 
transport it to the lower landing, where it is a- 
gain embarked, in other boats, for Oswego.— 
There, vessels are loaded, which carry the salt 
to Lewistown, and Queenstown, on the Niagara 
River, or to the British or American towns and 
settlements, on the borders of the lake. There 
are now here, five or six schooners, of fromfifty 
to eighty tons burthen each. The harbor is 
small, and a bar crosses its mouth,on which there 
is not more than eight feet water. A brig be- 
longing to the United States, pierced for sixtcen 
guns, built atan expence of $25,000, to enforce 
the embargo laws, lies high and dry on the beach, 
forced outof her element last spring by the ice, 
which had conspired with the federalists to pre- 
yent those foolish and wicked laws being carried 
into effect. The people of Canada are on tiptoe, 
in the hope they are about to be re-enacted. If 
the Navigation from Albany to this port, was 
good, Oswego would become a place of conse- 
quence: As it is, salt will remain almost the@n- 
ly article of export; and a few packs of fur, is all 
which can be received by this route from Canada. 
Lake Ontarig is about one hundred and eighty 
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or two hundred milcs in length, and sixty broad: 
To the eye, it isan ocean of water teThe village 
is small, and circumscribed. The length of 
shore, where wharves can be built, I fancy is not 
haifa mile; nor is the river more than a halfa 
mile wide. The fort, stands oma bluff point, op- 
posite the villageés;and on the other side of the 
river. It will never be aguin occupied; for should 
we be mad enoughto go to war with the British, 


uest. 
e beach, would be suf- 
sels from entering the 
ed and fifty men, more 
e village. Lake Opta- 


téw guns mounted ont 
ficicnt to keep their} 
harbour, and» two hund: 
than cnough to protect th 
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rio is undoubtedly much higher than the Hud- 
son; but how you wor'd get its waters to Alba- 
ny, Lknow not,.except 5y euttiae across La Prai- 
rie, as it is called, below Montreal, into Cham- 
plain, and from thence, into the North River, be- 
iow Fort Edward. Will it be done? Not soon, | 
trow. There are about thirty thousand barrels 
of salt exported from this. place annually: It is 
bought at two dollars and fifty cents per barrel, 
at the works, and pays from twenty-five to fifty 
cents, according to the difficulty or ease of trans- 
portation, low or high water, to this place.— 
Above the falls of Niagara, where 1: is again ship- 
ped, between five and six dollars is the price, and 
it is sold at nine dollars at Pittsburgh. It is said 
they have found galt springs, on the Great Ka- 
nahwa, which falls into the Ohio below Pittsburgh, 
and that the water is of the best quality: If so, 
this trade will receive acheck. We shall set off 
this afternoon, up stream, towards the falls. ‘The 
water is very rapid; and our progress will be 
slow. The banks of this river are generally 
high, the land to appearance broken, and the 
swift water has furrowed out the bed of the _ri- 
ver to aconsiderable depth. I wandered on the 
shore of the lake, in search of curiosities, but 
found none: The muscle shells and pebbles dit- 
fer little from those threwn on the shore by the 
Atlantic; the shells “re something broader, and 
the small stones more flat. Storms on this lake, 
are said to be more dangerous than those on the 
sea. The waves high, short, and tumbling in 
all directions. ‘The water is however very deep, 
and the middle of the lake frequently unfathom- 
able. Adieu. 
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FOR THE BALANCE, 


AN EVENING. 
(CONCLUDED.) 

I could not resist the desire of inquiring into 
the cause of those “ fluctuations of feeling,’ to 
which my friend had just alluded; and as the 
most effectual method of gratifying it, I retraced 
in émagination the scene I had in reality desert- 
ed, I had been introduced to an assembly con- 
sisting chiefly of ladies, some of whom I admired, 
d many of whom I esteemed; perhaps a few 
hight be selected from the interesting group in 
whose society I fad enjoyed some of the hap- 
piest moments of my life. The human mind in- 
stinctively resorts to those sources of gratifica- 
tion and amusement, which had been so proved 
by a long and happy expericnce : the same prin- 
ciple had its influence with me, and directed my 
steps te a partof the room occupied by one, 
whose person, though small and_ delicate, was 
remarkable for its symmetry and its elegance. 
She-had @ countenance, in the contemplation o 
ee area would forget his apathy and 
uze with rapture ; it was illuminated by an eye 


#* 


which (as the reflecting mirror ‘of the soul) now, 


its mildest radiance. With a mind enriched with 
the choicest flowers of the parterre of Hitera 

she conversed with an elegance of diction and a 
justness of sentimerit upon almos subject. 

After having whiled away anghour in “ con- 
verse sweet” with this delightful companion, I wae 
attracted to the opposite part of the room by ‘an- 
other object of my highest admiration and esteem. 
I had known her from her infancy; but imuspi- 
cious fate had ever until now veiled from my dis- 
covery the loveliest traits in the femtale charac- 
ter. Her person was formed on the model of 
her’s of whom I have just spoken, thou 
haps something Icss in stature. Her 
was placid and serene; The mild lustre of an 
ey¢ of “heav’n’s soft azure,” told feeling heart, 
and a temper calm and unruffled. She was 
young; but by an indefatigable attention to the 
cultivation of her mind, had already ired 
those enviable accomplishments which are es- 
teemed as yielding the sweetest relish to domes- 
tic felicity. 

By the chair of this amiable girl, I remained 
for some time, until drawn by the strongest chord 
of an ardent friendship, I repaired to a corner in 
which was seated a female, whose clegance and 
synrmetry of person bore the stamp of nature’s 
finest model. Jt was dignified and graceful. It 
was aform at which the sculptor would throw a 
side his chise) in despair, end lament the im- 
perfection of his imitative powers. Her coun- 
tenance! was eloquent+-it was ruc emblem of 
the heart within ; for it was “gai of a can- 
dor and benevolence which had a y endeared 
her to all her social éircle. In her society I hat 
enjoyed many moments of unalloyed happiness ; 
pand in the fruition of such moments, I now pis- 4 
sed away the evening until the party dispersed. 

I soon experienced a most sensible change iy 
the thermometer of my feelings ; and had scarce, 
ly reached my room, when I discovered that they 
were far below cupher. It Was casy now to ace 
count for those “fluctuations of feeling”? which 
occasioned the foregoing inquiry.——It was the 
change of place and circumstance. 

There is achord in the human hear, whieh eS 
will vibrate and respond to the magic tatich of 
beauty. Itis the chord of sensibility. This, then, 
was the cause of that harmony which had just —- 
before tranquilized my_ soul, and ulledgas ae 
“ storm of many waters.” k thecup 
of pleastife to intoxication d 
the influence of -sublun 


ies mi forth its most brilliant flashes, and 

























sing delusion had now vani PTC 
ss dull gealitics”"aehite, and had 
been am enthusiast, and was now a stole Phad | 


enjoyed the pleasures of polished society andthe 
world; but wag, now disgusted with them, and” 
would wilt oPhave dragged out a solitamy ex- 











istence in the seclusion of an ascctich. 
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Happy is the constitution of that mind that can 
conform itseif to all the changing scencs of lit 
—that can enjoy with equal rap:ure the luxuries 
of society and of retirement—be the gayest a 
inong the gay—and after having participated in 
thefrivolities of fashionable Ussipation, can re- 
pair to that solitude where reflection may cast 2 
veil of forgiveness over the imprudeaaies of life, 
and diffuse a brighter lustre o’er our virtucs. 

B. H. L. 
migiiinets 
To the Editor of the Balance. 
Sir, 

The candour and justness of the enclosed remarks, 
induce me to offer them for re-publication. If a political 
opponent happen to act or write with wisdem and pru_ 

Wenece, I trust it will be congenial with the plan of the 
Balance, to acknow ledye the merit, and to aid in extend- 
ing the correct seatiments of such, to ihe shame of nar- 
row prejudice and illiberal policy. By so doing, you will 
oblige a coustambarecader, though 

~ A Puatn Repusiican. 
[From the Kingston Pleleian, of Jan 29, 1811.) 
Appointments. The scampering of the feder- 
alists for office last winter, was matter of mirth 
to republicans, as itin a measure tended to de- 
velope the motives, and detect the sham patriot- 
ism, of the numerous applicants. It was correct- 
ly inferred, that men whose love of office was 
their ruling passion, could feel little interest for 


™ the people; and, as their great object seemed 


tobe the honors and emoluments of office, the 
fact conclusively proved that they were unworthy 
those emoluments and honors. How far these 
remarks will apply to republicans, a few weeks 
will emable us to judge; but unless our forebo- 
dings are incorrect, the federal party will have 
ample grounds to laugh in their turn. 

Ideas of patriotism, it is true, have always ya- 
vied according to the manners of the age: yet 
every age has abounded with counterfeits. Facts 
prove that our own time furnishes no exception 
io the general rule. To discriminate rightly, | 


therefore, requires much wisdom and prudence. 


\Ve are not without some general rules, howe- 
vere td direct our judgment. The man who is 
«in affectionate relative, a prudent industrious 
citizen, a good neighbour, and combines with 
ihese moral habits, competent talents, and an in- 
‘egrity whiehdhas the general good for its aim, 
jnossesses what has been reverenced in all, even 
the most corrupt ages, as characteristic of the 
jwtriot; While the opposites of these virtues 
have invariably denoted its counterfeit. In free 
wovernments, such a patriot seeks not for office 
-—ihe offiee cught to seek him, And when he ac- 
cepts of it, he docs it not so much from selfish 
motives, as from animpulse of duty to his coun- 
try; and the samé sense of duty impels him 
¢ncerfully to resign it whenever it is required by 
those who conferred it. Although we cannot 
fully subscribe tothe maxim of an ancient states- 
roan, “thatthe man who cannot subsist without 
an office, is unfitto be entrus‘ed with its duties,” 
yet this experience has shewn to be pretty cor- 
rect, that the man who employs intrigue and 










% fraud to obtain office, will scldom hesitate to em- 
ploy the 


trays a rottenness of prin- 
pS Oftener mutures into a gan- 
stores to soundness and vigor. 

sewroare delegated tagonfer office ought 
pever to suffer themselves to be diverted from 
their duty by considerations of a personal or lo- 
cal nature. They exercise their office for the 
poople, whose interest they are Doundito consult. 

¥ *% 





| the public weal: hence the qualifications, notthe 

connexions or wealth, nor even th@foverty of the 
candidates, ought to be the subject of enquiry. 
Nor should thess enquiries be circumsbribed to 
the applicants, ior we again insist, that ii is not 
always the most deserving who ask for office. 

We are not prepared to say what method should 
be pursued in recommending candidates for of- 
fice, if any is necessary. But we are prepared 
to enter our protest against that which has so 
generally obtained—by fetitions. ‘The evils re- 
sulting from this customare too numerous to 
examine in detail. It exeites divisions, jealou- 
sies and ijl will; amd is too often resorted to, to 
compensate for the lack of intrinsic merit. Many 
men the most deserving will not stoop to it.— 
And how few arethere, who sign these petitions, 
that do it from a real preferencefor the charac- 
ter for whose elevation they lend their names! 
Many sign to get rid of importunities—many 
sign from selfish motives—many from a heedless 
indifference, and many from a vain wish to as- 
sociate their names with men of notoriety. A 
man of extensive family connexions, or one well 
versed in intrigue, finds no difficulty in obtaining 
names to back his applications for office ; and 
were these partial testimonies a certain passport 
to office, mea of modest worth would soon be 
altogether excluded, and the private station 
would truly become the post ofhonor. ‘The prac- 
tice, if not discountenanced, will inevitably pro- 
duce alarming evils. Principles will be aban- 
doned for men; and our country will swarm with 
as many factions as ever conyulsed the govern- 
ments of Greece or Rome. 

Another sentiment of anti-republican tenden- 
cy, which is gaining ground among us, is, that 
the council ought to make a general restoration 
to office of a// persons who were removed last 
winter. ‘This is advocated on the score of expe- 
diency, but very incorrectly: for nothing can be 
expedient which is not in itself right and proper. 
As to the propriciy of giviag a discharge to the 
nine months men, as they are called, of the feder- 
al council, with some few exceptions, we sub- 
scribe tothe general sentiment, But the spirit 
ofour government demands rotaiion in office ; 


iion in some of the departments. We possess 
the highest evidence of the importance of this 
principle to our freedom, in the illustrious exam- 
ple of a Washington and a Jefferson; whose 
motive of retirement was explicitly deelared to 
be to remedy an omission in the constitution, by 
establishing @ precedent for rotation in the exec- 
utive chair. The same principle is adhered to 


and the constitution has wisely secured this rota- | 


fices were not created for individuals, but for} epitars e (ose, 
{ bad . 


Family Troubics —A great skew of opposition 
fo Clintonian dictation is meade in New-York. On 
the 4th inst. a meeting of eight hundred demo- 

— 2, tc lig . 
es was held at Martling’s, of which Mr. Man- 
was chairman, and Aldcrman Bingham, secreta- 


ry. Atthis meeting, cn address was adopted, 
denouncing the conduct of the Clintons, and their 
partizans; and several resolutions were passed, 
designed to fustrate the political projects of the 
Clinton family. 


ating his power, Aere. While his enemies in 
New-York were nominating Mi. Sanford cr Dr. 
Mitchill for Mayor, Mr. Clinton obtained the ap- 
pointment for Aimse/f, For any scction of the 
democratic party to think of thwarting the views 
of Mr. Clinton, is vain and idle. His power’over 
his party is absolute and irresistable. To pre- 
tend to be a democrat in the state of New-York, 
and not swear fealty to De Witt Clinton, is per- 
fect nonsense. Take him away from his party, 
and it would crumble to atoms in three months. 
Nothing but the arbitrary exercise of Mr. Clin- 


ton’s power, an keep such factious matter to- 
gether. 
— 

* Restoration.”—On the 30th Jan. an article 
appeared in the Political Barometer, at Pough- 
keepsic, protesting against the rule of “ restora- 
tion,” in appointinents to office—and advocating 
the principle of ro/ation in office. Asa comment 
on this article, and for the purpose of shewing 
how little regard is paid to any thing that oppo- 
ses the will of Mr. Clinton, it is only;mecessary” 
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in the general government in relation to forcicn 
ambassadors. It matters little whether officers 
are appointed at short periods, so long as cus- 
tom gives perpetuity to their appointments ; and 
this seems likely to be the case unless power 
fluctuates from one party to another. It is ne- 
cessary from their nature that some appointments 





should be permanent. But the mass of civil of- 
fices ought to be transferred at certain periods, 
suy once in fouror six years, This would excite 
a laudable emulation among all classes, check 
the abuses of power, and preserve as great an 
equality and affection among the people as the 
state of society will admit. : 
We have indulged in this latitude of remark, 
not from any feelings of animesity or affection 











towards any Individual ; but from the single wish 
of comributihg our might to repress a too prev- 
alent thirst for office, and of profiting by. the er- 
\) Fors of our opponents =i 
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cient. 





that has yet been made, has been governed by the. 
rule of restoration ! Will the Barometer, the> 
Plebeian, &c. dare to say a word against it now? 
No—not a syllable. These papers should 


policy, of the Albany Register. A hint is 6uflie 


LEGISLATURE OF NEW-YORK. »~ 


Amendment of the Constitution of New-Yor!.—Messrs, 
Sargeant, Grosvencr, Lawrence, Rose and MfNairy. 
are appointed to enquire whether any, and if any, what 
@Mendiments are necessary in the Constitution of this 
state. The object is, to call a convention for the pur- 
pose of making the necessary alterations. Amongst 
the alterations suggested, are the following :—To allow 
every person to vote for Goverporand Senators, who . 
can now voie for members of Assembly. To elect the _ 
Governor annually, and render amy one person i 
bic for more than three years insuccession. 
the offices of mayor, sheriff, county clerk, and pe 
justices of the peage, elective. To vest the ap 
ment of all other officers, im the Governor, with 

ippoint ment of Treasuret 












Treasurer.— A bill for 









| for the ensuing year, bas : 








advice and consent of the S 
ed the house, ‘The blank, 
, + 


etc Minthorne (father-in-law of Gov. Tompkins) ’ 


But while this frolick was going § 
on at New-York, Mr. Clinton was very success. * 
fully engaged in securing the means of perpetu- « A 
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to mention, that every prominent appointments’ 
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Mw 
tious how they hazard an opinion on suéh subs | 
jects, without orders from head-quarters. Det 


them follow the example,and pursue the cautious 
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Seen 
— ee rs as 
on motion of Mr. Van Vecliten, was filled with ‘he ame | The motion for amendment was lost, and the clause Mr. Van Rensselaer @pw stated that he had red 
of Aprauam G. Lawnstino, the present treasurer. | passed. such information in th@ course of the day, ash - 


Banks.—Applications have been made from New- 
York, the county of Dutchess, and Newburgh, 
Bank charters. A bill has been introduced for the laticr. 


DEBATES ON THE ANSWER OF THE TIOUSE. 


The committee appointed to prepare an answer to the 
Governor’s speech in the house of assembly, consisted of 
Messrs. Hawkins, Cramer and Cady. Their report was 
taken up in committee of the whole, on Tuesday last— 
Mr. Farmar, of New-York, in the chair. When the {ol- 
lowing clause was under coasideration— 

“ When we advert to the solemn assurance of the Brit- 


“ish government that their offensive orders in council | 


“would be withdrawn as soon as the obnoxious Berlin 
“ and Milan decrees were retracted: When we reflect 
‘* that instead of executing that assurance with the fidel- 
** ity it had inspired, they interposed a preliminary condi- 
** tion as impracticable as it is unjust ; and finally,” &c. 
Mr. Grosvenor, proposed a verbal amendment. He 
presumed there had been an error in printing the expres- 
sion * with the fidelity it had inspired”’—because lie could 
not believe that the committee who prepared the answer, 
would have suffered a passage so palpably erroneous in 
grammatical construction, to have escaped them 


Mr Hawkins (who was chairman of the committee, and 
penned the answer) replied, that there was no error i. 
printing, nor did he perceive that the passage was so pal- 
pably erroneous as had been suggested. 

Mr. Grosvenor dec!ared that it was not his intention to 
obstruct the passage of the clause: But he did not believe 
that the expression, as it stood, conveyed, inte}ligibly, the 
meaning intended. He was willing to lend his aid in cor- 
recting the answer, where he thought it necessary. He 
therefore proposed to insert, in the room of the words a- 
bove quoted, the following-— with that fidelity which we 
hada right to expect.” 

Mr. Joss opposed the amendment. 
necessity for it. 

Mr. Van Vechten gave some reasons Why he conceived 
the amendment expedient. , 

Mr. Hawkins was not yet satisfied that any amendment 
was required to render the passage perfectly clear and 
intelligible. 

Mr. Cady thought the passage, as it stood, contained 
an imputation on our own government. Wou!d it be be- 
lieved, he asked, that our government had been inspired 
with fidelity by the court of St. James? 

Mr. Ross replied, that the passage contained no such 
imputation—that it was perfectly plain, consistent and in- 
telligible—and that the clear import and nicaning of the 
word fidelity, was the same as confidence. 

Mr Vana Vechten said his only object was, to render the 
passage intelligible. He confessed it was above the reach 
of his compreliension. It might be perfectly plain to 
others; but he could have wished to have had it brought 
down to the level of his understanding. 

Mr. Ross wished to know if fidelity and confidence had 
one Meaning, how gentlemen could find any difficulty in 
the passare. 

Mr. Grosvenor said, if fdelity and confidence had precise- 
ly the same meaning, according to the gentleman from 
Orange, another difficulty would arise ; for he conceived 
it would be as improper to say, that the assurances were 
executed with ¢ nee, as to say, that those assurances 
had inspired fidelity, But, he said, the meaning was tos 
tally different. 


. Ross insisted, that both words meant one thing ; 


He could see no 


but that one expressed the meaning stronger than the: 


other. 
Mr. Grosvenor, with much precision, pointed out the 
difference between the two terms. 

Mr. Hawkins still «contended that the amendment was 
unnecessary. He gaid that the assurances of the British 
government had given us reason to expcct, we hada right 
to expect, that the orders in council would be repealed — 
Those assurances had inspired us with confidence in the f- 
delity of the British court. aati 

Mr Grogvencr. Precisely the meaning conveyed Ly 
the proposed amendment. id} 

Mr, Cramer was op to this verbal criticism. I 
the whole answe? was to be analyzed in this way, it would 
consume halt session! [.4 dauwh, they say, in the 
British parlian ary) ris) Vie did mot think that the 
Proposed amendm Sea poterially affect the sense 01 
the passage. he : ‘ 

Mr. Van Vechten said he content that the gentlemen 
should dress their own child to suit themselves. it was 


nene of his, He left it Lo the guardianship of its parents. 


} 


| foreign gavernment.”—Qn this motion, the debate contin- 
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| Messrs Sargeant, Clark, Cramer, Woods, Rogers and Haw- 
kine. 


‘nor Moved to alter the e 








The two following clauses (which Mr. Hawkins said 
were intended by the committee to be taken together as 
one clause) were under consideration :— 

** On perusing the correspondence which has recently 
“nassed between our government and those of Great 
* Britain and Franee, we are astonished that the hackni- 
ed charge of partiality should continue to be fulminated 
against our administratian, 

** And we cannot forbear on this occasion to express an 
unqualified belief, that every American whose mind is 
not prejudiced—whose heart Bot cotrupted, or “ who 
has not transferred his affections to a foreign govern- 
ment ;” will hear testimony to thefidelity, impartiality 
and wisdom with which our constittted authorities have 
conducted our foreign affairs under the adverse circum- 
stances in which they have been constrained to act.” 
Mr. MP Neil moved to strike out the last clause. Jr. 
Van Vechten moved to strike out both clauses. The de- 
bate on this motion, continued through the day, when the: 
committee rose without taking the question, 

On Wednesday, the debate was resumed in committee 
of the whole, and continued uniul 2 0’clock, when a motion 
for the committee to rise was carried by the casting vote 
of the chairman, 

Mr Hawkins moved that the house adjourn to 4 o’clock. 
He wished, he said, that the debate on the answer might 
be finishéd without consuming another day. Motion car- 
ried 

In the afternoon Mr. Grosvenor, by the consent of the 
mover of the amendment, moved so to modify it, as to 
strike out the following words of the clause under consid- 
eration :-—‘* whose mind is not prejudiced—whose heart is 
not corrupted, or who has not transferred his affections to a 
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ued until about 8 o’clock, when the question was taken, 
and decided against the amendment—60 to 39. 

The speakers on this question, were, for the amend - 
ment, Messrs. Van Vechten, Carpenter, Cady, Mercein, Bliss, 
Vanderbilt, Grosvenor and Van Rensselaer—against it, 


[I have not room for the outlines of the debate in 
this day’s paper. } 

Mr. Van Vechten suggested the propriety of making 
some amendment in the following sentence of the next 
clause :— 

“* Whilst we lament the multiplied violations of our 
‘sovereignty and the spoliations of our commerce, we 
“ derive the liveliest satisfaction from the conviction that 
“* those aggressions have tended in an eminent degree to 
** promote and extend domestic manufactures.” 

«Mr. Van Vechten said that the sentence appeared some- 
what incongruous to him. Here were expressions of da- 
mentation and of ively satisfaction, and both drawn from 
the same source. He thought it might be amended so us 
to render jt more consistent. 

The Chairman asked if he made any motion. Jf Van 
Vechten answered that he did not. He merely suggested 
the propriety of an amendment, that the parents of the 
answer might, if they pleas. d, «ive their ehilda dress that 
would at least protect it from we oneers of the critics. 

Mr, Hawkins rose to reply, when the chairman told 
him there was no motion before the committee; and un. 
less he had a metionto make, no remarks could be allow- 
ed. The clause passed without a division. 

The fellowing clause being under consideration— 

** We solemnly unite with your excellency in a con- 
‘* scious reliance un 1M, under whose providential dis- 
* pensations we are this day a prosperous and happy 
“people ; and by receiving his blessings with gratitude, 
“and using thei rationally, we hope to merit their con- 
* tinuance.” 

Afr. ihintington moved to’strike out the words * to mer- 
ic” and insert “ for? in their place. He said it was con- 
trary to the doctrines of Christianity, to suppose that man- 
kind could possibly merit the blessings of Providence. 
‘The motion was carried. 

The whole answer havingsthus passed by clauses, Jr. 
Gresvenor hoped the committee would consent to re-con- 
sider the 4th clause, for the purpose of Making a verbal 







amendnm f the passage whieh had befure been under 
conside He was unwilling that the house of as- 
sembly ld santtion a sentence so erroneously cons 






was certain that on due consideration, the 

yould assent to the necessity of an amend- 
men, — 

‘here-consideration agreed to, when Mr. Grosve- 

We ssion—" with the fidelity it 

had inspired,” by striking out the words in italic, so that 


ecived would render it expedient to expunge the fol 
lowing clause from the answer : 

‘It was justly expected on the revocation of the 
Trench decrees, under which cur neutral commerce 
and rights have becn grossiy violated, that the Amer- 
ican property which had been scized and confiscated 
would have been immep1ai Evy restored :—But that 
act of justice has not been done, and we sensibly fecl 
in common with our tcellow-citizens that high sense «4 


ss 


* tod to excite.” 


in town, from members of Congress, stating that a mes- 
sage had been received fromthe president, zecompanied 
with dispatches from our consul weneral in Paris, giving 
information that the French decrees were not revoked 
on the 11th of December, and that Prom cruisers con- 
tinued to act under them. He woregas tefore, to re - 
consider this clause, as he said it w n acknowleds- 
ment of the revocation of the French decrees, when m 
fact they were not revoked. It was improper that the 
answer should contain a declaration which the commit- 
tee must now be convinced was false and deceptive. 


_Mr. Sargent replied that he was not convinced ; ner 
did he think it expedient to re-consider the clause on 
such slight grounds. 


Mr. Van Vechten read the letters from members of 
Congress, 


Mr. Cramer said this kind of testimony did not satis- 
fy him. It was perfectly easy to get guch letters. He 
would engage to get letters from me rs of Congress 
at an hour's notice, if they were wanted to answer a pur- 
pose, at any time, 


Mr. Van Rensselaer said, if gentlemen were not satis - 
fied, he would move for the rising of the committee, as 
he was confident the news would arrive in an official 
shape, by the évening’s tiail. . . 

Mr. Cramer opposed this motion. He could gee no ne- 
cess ty for it. Tf such information had come officially, it 
would only prove the perfidy of Bonaparte, which he was 
willing tosdmit. It would furnish no reason for expung- 
ing the clause. 


Mr. Hawkins said that official information that the de- 
crees were in force in December, would not prove that 
they were not revoked in August. They were solemnly 
revoked in August, and were to cease to operate on the Ist 
of November: But asthe British orders in council had 
not been rescinced, according to the promise of the Bri- 
tish minister, perhaps the French decrees Were again re- 
vived. . 

Mr. Cady replied that he perceived emen were 
willin believe almost any thing, rather than admit that 
Bonaparte had been rfidious. Any absurdity, howev- 
er gross, is tobe preferred to such an admission. What 
had the conduct of England to do with this question ? 
Suppose England had been perfidious? Let gentlemen say 
so: But let them not offer this as an apologry for the perfidy 
of France. Letthem not sanction this faise and decep:- 
ive assertion, that France has revoked herdecrees, whe 
they know the fact to be otherwise, The Dec de Cadore 
informed Mr. Armstrong that the Berlin and Milan de- 
crees, died in August, and that they would cease fo live in 
November ; but we still find them in full health and vigor 
on the 11th of December. Will it be pretended, then, 
that the declarati#n_of the French minister was not false, 
and that the co f France was not perfidiousg Sup- 
pose the Fre ster should inform us, that Bona- 
parte himself didm August, and would cecse to live in 



















it mightread * with fidelity.” The motion was agreed 
0, without oppesition. 
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ceased todive in November ? 
the declaration of the minister 
sir, that these decrees have e 
may have aflected death for the 
their deluded and u pecting victi 
and ali@evouring p. Tam sorry to find, that the 
cheat has been but too successiul—that the monster has 
again been enabled to gorge even to gluttony on the hard 
earnings of Amepicen citizens Convinced that the 
French decrees ha¥e not been reve d—Satisfie t the 
conduct of Prance haaseen perfidiotis—! protes inst 
palming upon my consfituents the falscliead cont 
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* indignation which the subject is imperiously ealctla 


Mr. Van Rensselaer said that lettershad been reccivede” 
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November—and suppose we should still find him parse 


ing his Lloody conquests in D.cember ? Would the datter _ 
fact prove that be actually hadgbeen deed in Aug fa 
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TREASURER’S REPORT. 


TREASURER'S OFFICE, 
Albany, 3\st January, 1811. 
Sir, 

I have the honor to enclose herein the an- 
nual report directed to be exhibited to the legis- 
lature in and by the act relative to the office and 
iuties of the treasurer of this state. 

With great respect, 
I am, Sir, ? 
Your obedient servant, 
ABRAHAM G. LANSING. 
The honorablé Nathan Sandford, Esquire, 
Speaker of the house of assembly of the 
state of New-York. 


TREASURER’S OFFICE, ? 
State of New-York, 

A statement of the balance in the Treasury, 
and due to the People of this state, with a sum- 
mary of the Receipts and Payments from the 
eighth day of February, 1810, to the first day of 
January instant ; during which period the follow- 
ing sums have been received inte the Treasury, 
Lo wit: 7 
For interest on the debt due 

frem the Bank of 


New-York, 54,856 65 
do. three per cent 
stock, 17,540 O01 
do. and principal of 
. loan of 1786, 3,697 29 
do. do. 1792, 28,349 50 
do. do of mortgages in 
various tracts, 4,190 01 
do. do. Brothertown 
mortgages, 3,165 90 
do, do. Cayuga and O- 
nondaga do. 9,784 14 
do. do. New-Peters- 
burgh do. 912 56 
do. do. loam of school 
money, 4,836 13 
do. do. schoolfund, 28,727 49 
do. do. onloan of 1808, 23,201 95 
do. do. Oneida mortga- 


FES, 11,671 04 


190,932 67 
Dividends of profits on bank 


stock. 

Bank of New-York 4,500 
United States, 4,864 
Albany, 4,272 50 
prcatte, 3,780 
State, 3, 
Merchants, 7 Sas 
Manhattan, 4,500 





-—— 33,323 62 


Arrears of taxes, 14,556 356 





_chammens ° 1,169 90 
terest, 2,963 73 
eo direct tax, 50 64 
~ quit rent and 
commutation, $384 37 
: wom 19,125 
For vacant lands, 12,313 59 


duty onsalcsatauction, 115,584 76 
rent of the government 
44 house, 


h 25625 
of office, received 


rom the secrétiity, 402 09 


oni Surveyor §en- 
we era} 














do. from clerks supre 


To district attornies, for 
their services, 
members of the legis- 
lature and attendants, 
councilof appointment, 
inspectors of the state 


prison, for monthly 
pay of the guard, 
clothing, kc. 7,705 | 


do. of the agent, 
keepers, &e. 5,409 3 
overseers of the poor 
for the support of 
children of slaves, 
do. for do. infirm slaves, 
officers of government, 
their salaries, 
brigade inspectors’ pay, 
county treasurers for 
arrears of taxes, 
clerks of counties fer no- 
tifying officers, 
sheriffs for 
their accounts, 


huity, 


port, 


forfeitures, 


returning votes, 





be tae 


Ro ~ 


me 











court, 8,137 63 
From managers of lotteries, 5,850 50 
superintendent of salt 
springs, 3,087 31 
pediars, 150 
Borrowed by the comptroller 
from the bank of 
New-York, 150,000 
do. Albany, 10,000 
For balances due from in- 
dividuals, 81 
interest on loans made 
to individuals, 450 
do. and principal on 
bonds, 2,666 62 
redemption of lands, 22 36 
rent of lands for the 
support of schools 
at New-Stock- 
bridge, 552 80 
do. for the posterity of 
Peter Otsequette, 83 33 
From the trustees of Un- 
ion college. 18,861 99 
managers of litera- 
ture lotteries, 5,000 
For Sarah Dockstader, pr. 
S. De Witt, 560 05 
appraisement of sun- 
dry lots of land, 30 





134,075 19 


9,087 $1 


160,000 


28,308 15 


See 


$574,852 44 


PAYMENTS. 


8,619 73 


45,227 21 


9 


9 


13,114 58 


30 
32 50 


26,018 24 
601,797 21 


19,302 91 


226 


balances of 


6,855 


Mary Hanson for her an- 


112 50 


John Sawney for his sup- 


100 





claimants of lands sold 
by commissioners of 


clerks and messengers 


attorney general for ex- 
pensesitiending sales 








121,842 31 


£ 





ee 














expencesof secretary’s 


office, 1,010 91 
do. comptroller’s office, 997 
do. supreme court 

clerks’ offices, 1,950 
salaries of clerks of su- 

peme court, 3,600 


annuities of Brother- 
town Indians, 2,142 79 
do. of other In- 











dians, 11,750 
13,892 79 
payment of lottery pri- ; 
zeS, 1,545 30 
premiums on cloth, 3,090 
do. on sheep 150 & 
5.240 
commissioners of roads, 4,975 45 
——--———- 57,161 56 
To loan of 1808, 1,573 
gun houses, 540 
treasurer of the hospi- 
tal in New-York, 14,250 
16,163 
electors of president and 
vice-president, 48 30 
purchase of small 
arms, 10,000 3 
do. ordnance, 44,250 2 
— 54,250 % 
repairs of arsenals, 2,275 23 > 
commissioners for ex- 
amining the treasur- i 
er’s account, 12 
attornies for special ser- 
vices, 83 84 “ 
postage of official (mil- 
itary) letters, 84 71 A 
defence of the state, 41,250 ‘ 
redemption of lands, 7 05 i 
aisles 99.008 18 
Wm.Johnson(reporter) 937 50 : 
clerk of the land office 163 53 by 4 
school masters to the Ba 
Stockbridge Indians, 776 90 7 
interest on the loan of - 
the bank of Albany, 258 32 sag 
do. and principal for- 8 
trustees of Union col- i ts a 
lege, 10,350 ‘a 
do. do. bank of New- &*f 
York, 16,208 22 - “TE 
do. do. ordinary loans 38,635 35 ; 
do. do. Manhattan bank 65,383 33 
do. do. State bank, 21,166 67 i 
do. do. United States Pe 
bank, 4,166 67 
do. do. Merchants’ bank, 6,250 a 
164,294 47 
purchase of stock in do. 39,400 ¥ 
trustees of Columbia col- a 
lege for anatomical 
purposes, 900 
printers, 4,712 30 . 
school fund, 2,250 
entersaipment of Indians, 93 68 
attorney for Oneida and 7 
Onondaga I NS; »2.200 : ig 
posterity of Peter Otse- a 
quette ‘ie 83 33 


repairs of the public build- 

ing, 

oe. 2 of public lands, — 1,53 

comptroller, &c. for clerk 7 
hire, . “43 38 

holders of public Seapgi 14 20 

—_— 48,880 37 
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Qhe Balance. 





treasurer of the city of New- 
York for the support of 
foreign poor 22,506 45 
treasurer of the 
economical 


school 1,000 





23,506 45 
incidental expences of gov- 


ernment, 492 65 
erroncous payments, (mon- 
ey returned) 156 70 





sheriff of Cayuga for the 
supportof David Williams, 128 37 
D. Turcot for curtains, &c. 
for the capitol, 1,606 75 
B. D. Packard for binding 
blank mortgages, 32 
commissioners for examin- 
ing the salt works, 
rent and taxes of the goy- 
crnor’s hired house, 
Simeon De Witt for bal- 
ance of his account of 
expences, 
James Van Ingen for an 
index, 40 
S. Visscher, do. 20 
for a new seal, 60 
commissioners for building 
the capitol, 2,000 
state prison for materials, 
&e. 10,000 
do. accommo- 
dation of the 
guard, 340 20 


787 74 


72 16 





10,340 20 





sundry persons compen- 
sation for damages by 
roads, 

commissioners for ex- 
ploring a route fora 
canal, 

comptroller for postage 
of public letters, 

sundry persons compen- 
sation for lands, 

for opening and impro- 
ving certain roads, 

trustees of the African 
school in New-York, 1,500 

C. Hunt a witness on 
the part of the state, 

Jas. Van Ingen for ex- 
pences warning mem- 
bers and fitting up the 
chambers, 324 02 

expences for the coun- 
cil of revision, 

Richard S. Treat for 
swearing witnesses, 10 

Abraham Oake (clerk) 


1,063 38 


3,000 
109 99 
180 


1,480 98 





for compensation, 100 
defence, 7,530 
purchase of lands, 3,055 02 

health office New-York, 1,009 13 
printing militiaacts, | 45 
S. D. Witt for surveys, 863 25 
sundry persons, being 25 ay 


per cent for discoy- 
erles of lands forfeit. 
ted tothe state, 


24,155 80 


15,850 38 


7,822 76 


12,512 40 


——— 


| 











The balance in the treas- 
ury, 7th Feb. 1810, 
amount of receipts as 

above, 


16,573 65 


574,852 44 





591,426 09 
amount of payments as 


above stated, 567,419 97 
balance now in the 
treasury, 24,006 12 





$591,426 06 





ABRAHAM G. LANSING, 1 reastrer. 
Albany, 2d January, 1811. 


ANSWERS TO THE GOVERNOR’s SPEECH, 
OF THE SENATE. 
Sir, 

Tue speech of your excellency has been 
received, and will be considered by the senate 
withall the respectful attention due to its import- 
ance, its patriotic spirit, and its enlightened re- 
gard for the interests of the state. 

The distinguished merits of the inestimable 
man who lately and fora series of years presided 
over the deliberations of the senate, have been 
repeatedly acknowledged by the suffrages of his 
country, and have been forcibly felt by all who 
knew him in private, and who acted with him in 
public life. Having been connected with him 
by the most intimate official relations, and having 


witnessed the propriety, impartiality, and integ- | 


rity of his official conduct, and the exemplary 
course of his life, the senate cannot but feel and 
express the utmost sensibility at this separation. 

The impartiality, fidelity and independence 
with which the United States have discharged 
their duties to the other nations of the earth, in 
a period of war, convulsion and calamity, unpre- 
cedented in the annals of mankind, exhibit the 
most honorable testimony of the virtue and wis- 


_dom of our government, and must ever be a 


source of congratulation to every friend of our 
country. As a similar course of justice and 
moderation has not been observed to us by the 
belligerent powers: as they have violated, in 
their condtct to the United States, every maxim 
of justice, and every injunction of national law, 
we confidently anticipate from the:mational gov- 
ernment the adoption of proper measures to vin- 
dicate the rights, and to assert the honor of our 
country : and we are persuaded that every good 
citizen will render his utmost support to a wise 
and virtuous administration, so justly entitled to 
the affections of the American people. 
Whatever may be our relative situation with 
foreign nations---whether it is decreed in the 
councils of the Almighty, that we are to enjoy 
the blessings of peace, or to enlist in the desola- 
tine wars which affect the eastern hemisphere, 
itis our duty to cultivate the great souress of in- 
dividpal and national prosperity which have been 
bestowed upon us by the bounty of Heaven ; and 
we therefore observe with the highest satisfac- 
tion the rapid growth and general establishment 
of manufactures, and the attention which is giv- 
en to the extension of the means of intercourse 
between different paris of the state. A commu- 
nication by water beiween the great lakes and 
the Hudson’s river, we consider an object of the 
first importance to the interests of agriculture 
and commerce, and as the most powerful means 
that can be devised of embracing the affections, 


and consolidating the union of the Atlantic and |} press an unqualified belli 


western states. + 






The liberal fund appropriated for the endow 
ment of common schools, is no less hono 
to the state than it will be useful to the cause of 
virtue and religion, and the preservation of our 


republican government; and we shall always be 
happy to countenance such measures as may pro- 


beneficial system. 

The senate are fully persuaded that the renew- 
ed expression of the public confidence in your 
excellency, has been merited by your devotion 
to the public welfare: Asxl we assure you, sir, 
that we shall cordially co-operate with the other 
departments of the government, in devoting our- 
selves “ with one heart and one mind to the im- 
portant duties before us.” % 

OF THE ASSEMBLY. 
Sir, 

In behalf of our constituents, we receive 
with the liveliest satisfaction, your Excellency’s 
expression of gratitude, for the recent testimo- 
ny of their undiminished confidence in your pri- 
vate virtue and political integrity. 

It would have afforded us the highest gratifica- 
tion to have had it officially announced on this oc- 
casion, that the justice of our claims, and the 
honorable and pacific attitude, which have been 
sedulously maintained by our national govern- 
ment towards the beliigerents, had produced that 
favourable change in our foreign relations to 
which we are eminently entitled. 

It was justly expected on the revocation of the 
French p me under which our neutral com- 
merce and rights have been grossly violated, that 
the American property which had been seized 
and confiscated would have been IMMEDIATELY 
restored :——-But that act of justice has not been 
done, and we sensibly feel in common with our 
fellow-citizens that high sense of indignation 
which the subject is imperiously calculated to 
excite. 

When we advert to the solemn assurances of 
the British government that their offensive or- 
ders in council would be withdrawn as soon as 
the obnoxious Berlin and Milan de@rées were re- 
tracted: When we reflect that instead of exe- 
cutie t assurance with fidelity, they inter- 
posec a preliminary condition as impracticable 
as unjust; and finally when we take into view 
the disingenuous artifices, the wanton miscons 
struction, and absurd perversion of public law, 
to which the ministry have resorte extenuate 
their atrocities, we have scareely son to hope 
for an adequate atonement for the various and 
deep injuries we have sustained, @ 

It were almost needless to say, that though 
eloomy clouds hang with threatening presage 
over our political horizon, we continue to confide 
in the firmness, wisdom and inflexible integrity 
of see national administration. It is in times 
like these, when foreign powers, regardless of the 






trating the sacred barrier T national right, 
honest men impelled by a Tove or ¢ » and 
the precepts of morality and religion, rally 
round their government, as the temple of free- 
dom and support with their lives and fortunes, 
its dignity honor and safety. | 

On perusing the correspondence which has re- 
cently passed hetween our government and those 
of Great Britain and France, we are aston 


that the hacknied charge of partiality sho 














tinue to be fulminatedagainst our administr 
And we cannot forbear om this eccasi 
that every 
i cd—-whose 









hose mind is not pre 


mote the efficacy and extend the utility of this, 


principles of justice, vie ite each other | 
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—— 
notleorrupte or “ who has not transferred his af- 


tions to a foreign government ;” will bear tes- 
timony to the fidelity, impartiality and wisdom 
with which our constituted authorities have con- 
ducted our foreign affairs under the adverse cir- 
cumstanees in which they have been constrained 
to act. 

Whilst we lament the multiplied violations of 
our sovercignty and the spoliations of our com- 
mesce, we derive the liveliest satisfaction from 
the conviction that those aggressions have ten- 
ded in an eminent degvee to promote and extend 
domestic manufactures. And we sincerely con- 
cur with your Excellency in the belief, that by 
affording them liberal encouragement and pro- 
tection, we shall soon convince the deluded po- 
liticians of Europe that a continuation of their 
unjust policy, will tend to develope our own re- 
sources and render us really independent. 

We feel with deep sensibility, the loss of our 
late Lieutenant Governor. The recollection of 
his long and useful life, his distinguished private 
and political worth, must ever be cherished by 
the friends of justice, humanity and patriotism. 

The several subjects of local tendency which 
you have been pleased to submit to our considl- 
eration, shall receive, as they merit, our prompt 
and diligent attention. 

We solemnly unite with your Excellency in 
a conscious reliance on Him, under whose prov- 
idential dispensations we are this day a prospe- 
rous and happy people; and by receiving his 
blessings with gratitude, and using them ration- 
ally, we hope for their continuance. 

MESSAGE 

From the President of the United States, trans- 
mitting a copy of a letter from the American 
Charge d’ Affaires at Paris to the Secretary of 
State; and another from the same tothe Min- 
ister of Foreign Relations ; also, copies of two 
Letters from the Agent of the American Con- 
sul at Bordeaux to the Secretary of State, Jan. 
31,1811. Read, and referred to the Commit- 
tee of Foreign Relations. 

Copy of a Letter from Jonathan Russell, Esq. 
Charge @ Affaires of the United States atParis, 
to Mr. Smith, Secretary of State, dated Paris, 
Dec. 11, 1810. 

Sir, 


On the evening of the 9th inst. I learnt that 
the Essex fiigate had arrived at L’Orieni on the 
4th, and had been put under quarantine for five 
days for the want of a bill of health, during 
which time the messenger is not allowed to come 
ashore. At the same time that I received this 
intelligence, I was also informed that the brig 
New-Orleans Packet was seized at Bordeaux, 
under the Berlin and Milan deerees, by the di- 
rector of the customs at that place. The simul- 
taneous occurrence of these two events, formed 
ing opinion a crisis which required a prompt 

sion of this government. Under this im- 
pression T immediately addressed to the duke of 
Cadore the note of which the enclosed is a copy, 
and in which I thought it politic to remonstrate 
with firmness against the proceedings of the di- 
rector of the customs at Bordeaux, and to leave 
the government here at liberty to disavow them. 
This disavowal, however, I am persuaded de- 
ls entircly on the nature of the dispatches 
Might by the Essex. I feel therefore, the 

lively anxiety to receive them. In the 
me I give this letter a chance of reaching 
vesse! about leaving Bordeaux for N. 
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ithe orders in council while it was yet in the pow- 


‘decrees were revoked and would cease to ope- 


Since my last the Hanseatic towns have been ff] has been none. No official information of the 


annexed to this empire. 

I have informed Mr. Pinkney of the arrival | 
of the Essex, and suggested to him the possibil- 
ity that the proclamation of the Preaident had 
come out by her, in order that he might, if he 
thought proper, make a final attempt to repeal 


er of the British Ministry to do it with a good 
grace. Ihave the honor to be, kc. 

(Signed) JONA. RUSSELL. 
Hon. Rt. Smith, See’ry of the U.S. 


Mr. Russell tothe Duke de Cadore. 


Paris, Dec. 10, 1810. 
Sin, 

] have this noment learnt that the American 
brig New-Orleans Packet, lately arrived at Bor- 
deuux, has, with her cargo, the bona fide proper- 
ty of American citizens of the United States, and 
laden at the port of New-York, been seized by the 
director of the customs, who not satisfied with 
this hardy violation of the solemn assurances 
given by your cxcellency to General Armstrong 
on the 5thof August last, and confirmed by your 
letter to him of the 7th of September, that these 


rate from the Ist of November, has, without re- 
gard to the plighted faith of his government, an- 
nounced his intention of selling the provisions 
which constitute a part of the cargo, under the 
pretext that they are perishable. 

The clear and unequivocal manner in which 
the revocation of the Berlin and Milan decrees 
were announced by your exccllency, forbid me 
fora moment to suppose, that the violent pro- 
ceeding of this man will be sanctioned by his ma- 
jesty the emperor and king, or that the least de- 
lay will be allowed in placing the property thus 
arrested at the free disposition of the rightful 
owner, Whose confidence alone in the good faith 
with which it becomes nations to perform their 
engagements, has brought him to the place where 
he is so inhospitably treated. 

Iam persuaded that your excellency will not, 
on this occasion, attempt to remind me of the 
conditions on which the revocation of those de- 
crees were predicated. These conditions were 
in the alternative, and the performance of either 
is sufficient to render absolute and perpetual that 
revocation. It is of no importance that the Brit- 
ish orders in council have not been withdrawn, 
ifthe United States in due time, perform the 
condition which depends alone on them. And 
what is this condition ? why, to execute an act of 
Congress against the English, which to be thus 
executed, requires the previous revocation of 
these very decrees. The letter of your excel- 
lency, of the 5th of August, appears to have been 
written with a full knowledge of this requisition 
of the law, and manifestly with the intention to 
comply with it, inerder that it might be compe- 
tent for the President of the United States to ex- | 
ercise thecontingent power which had been giy- 
en to him. 

It will not be pretended, that the decrces have 
in fact been revoked; but that the delay of the 
United States in performing the condition pre- 
sented to them authorizes their revival. The 
case of the New-Orleans Packet is the first 
which has occurred since the Ist of November, 
to which the Berlin and Milan decrees could be 
appliedy and if they be applied to this case, it 
will be difficult for France to show one solitary 
instance of their having been practically revoked. 








As to delay on the part ofthe United Statas theres 
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letter of your exceliency of the 5th of August, 
left France for the United States, owing to cir- 
cumstance wich it was not in the power of gen- 
eral Armstrong to controul, until the 29th of 
September, and to this moment I have not learnt 
that such official information has bcen there re- 
ceived. I might indeed have learnt it, and been 
able now to have communicated to your excellen- 
cy, the measures on which the President has de- 
cided in consequence of it, had not the frigate 
the Essex, dispatched by him, been put under 
quarantine on her arrival at L’Orient, for the 
want of a bill of health, and the messenger there- 
by detained since the 4th of this month. 

I will not undertake to decide whether a bill 
of health ought, in courtesy, to be exacted of a 
frigate of a friendly power, coming in the winter 
season from a place not known to have been late- 
ly afflicted with any malignant disease ; -but sure- 
ly the delay which this exaction occasions, can- 


not be imputed toa want of due diligence on the - 


part of the American goveanment. 

It is from this view of the subject that I am 
thoroughly convinced, that the application of the 
Berlin and Mifan deccrces, by the director of the 
customs at Bordeaux, tothe New-Orleans Pack- 
et, will not be approved by his majesty, but that 
prompt and efficient measures will be taken to 
correct a procedure, w hich if persisted in might 
produce a state of things which it is the obvious 
interest of both nations to avoid. 

I pray your Excellency to be assured of my 
most distinguished considerstion, &c. 

(Signed) JONATHAN RUSSELL. 
Cofiy of aletter from Chr. Meyer to Mr. Smith, 
Secretary of State. 


UNITED STATES CONSULATE, 


Bordeaux, December, 6, 1810. 
Sir, 

I have the honor to inclose a copy of Mr. Cath- 
lan’s letter to me, received this morning, con- 
cerning the re-capture of the schr. Grace Ann 
Grecne, of New-York, Danicl Greene master, 
who brought her into the port of Marseilles, ha- 
ving two British officers and seven sailors on 
board, and they only being six men, amongst 
which number two boys. 

The brig New-Orleans Packet, of New-York, 
with a cargo of provisions and three hundred 
bags of cocoa on board, bound to the Mediterra- 
nean for a market, wert to Gibraltar, where, af- 
ter lying some time, came to this port, where she 
has been sequestered. , 

The schooner Friendship, of and from Balti- 
more, capt. Snow, with a cargo of coffee and Cam- 
peache, is arrived five deys ago in this river.— 
Whatever the issue may be of these two vessels, 
I shali have the honor to inform you of. 

I remain, very respectfully, Sir, 
Your most obedient humble servanty 
(Signed) CHR. MEYER. 
To the Secretary of State 

of the U. States of America, Washington. 
Copy of a letter from Chr. Meyer to Mr. Sintthy 
Seerctary of State. : 

UNITED §PATES CONSULATE, 
Bordeaux, December i4, 1810. 


Avnexed is the triplicate ofmy respects to you 
the 6th inst. the brig Osmin and the ship Com- 
ve Rogers, by which the original and dup- 
‘ent, having not got to sea yet. 
ig New-Orlesns Packet, of Ne w- York 
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capt. Harris mentioned in my former letter, has 
since been seized by the collector, and her car- 
go has been put inathe imperial custom house. 

The schr. Friendship, of and from Baltimore, 
capt/Snow, has been sequestered. 

This is accompanied with an account of sundry 
advances made for the relief of distressed seamen 
for this port and the port of Bayonne, with 22 
vouchers, amounting to francs 4,934 20, and for 
which { have drawn on Jonathan Russell, Esq. 
our charge d’affaires at Paris. 

Captain Skiddy, of the schooner Maria Louisa, 
bound to New-York, has cight distressed sea- 
men on board, and for whom I! have paid no pas- 
sage money, nor haye I laid in provisions for 
them. 

The ship Commodore Rogers, capt. Shaler, 
from Bayonne bound to N. York, will carry home 
from 50 to 69 seamen in distress, of whom I shall 
have the honor to transmit you a list and an ac- 
count by my next. 

The duty on cocoa has been reduced from fr. 
5 50 to 275 per pound. 

The Essex frigate is arrived at L’Orient from 
the U. States. 

This is accompanied by a file of news-papers 
and which I shall have the honor to continue to 
send whenever opportunitics offer. 

I have the honor, &c. &c. 
(Signed) CHR. MEYER. 
Robt. Smith, Esq. Secretary of State. 








djauraal of the Cimeg. 


FROM WASHINGTON. 


It is rumoured that a bill is to be introduced into the Sen- 
ate, for renewing the charter of the U.S. Bank; but fee- 
ble hopes are entertained of its success. 

Since the arrival of the late dispatches from France, 
(which appear in this day’s paper,) the new enforcing act 
is laid aside in Congress; and in place of it, a bill is to be 
reported by the committee of foreign relations, to prevent 
the goods of American citizens which’shall arrive from 
Great Britain after the 2d of February, from being seized 
by tne”custom house officers, until some further provision 
shall be made. The non-intercourse will go into effect 
with England, according to the president’s proclamation. 

The present session of Congress will close on the 4th 
of March). A summer session is expected. 





Nineteenth State.—A resolution has passed the house of 


representatives, for admitting the Migsissippi Territory 

into the union, as an independent state. 

A letter from @ Member of Congress, dated Fan. 21, to 
his friend in this city, says: 

£6 = WW'e have been several days employed in demol- 
ishing the Bank: about half of its opponents pretend to 
constitutional scruples—the others neither offer nor 
wish any other reason, than that it was a federal insti- 
tution. It is impossible to foresee the impression this 
conduct will make onthe public, or the extent of the 
evil. Whatever goes t@iithe destruciion of commere¢e 
is precious to the majorit¥. This great project was 
long since wisled by Jetlerson; and it is tobe eflected 
as fast as the easternand northern people will bear. 
Next will come a non-intercourse with Engiand, and 
a strong attempt will be made to raise the duties. It 
is lamentable that the industrious part of the communi- 
ty cannot be satisfied of the determination of the our 
cabinet todrive every rag of canvass from the ocean 
and adopt the Chinese system. 

« But it so happens that the New-England states and 
New-York are not represented in Congress, or in other 
words, they are neutralized by being about equally di- 
vided—they might, as it relates to ail great questions, 
as well not be called. So long as Virginia can pre. 
serve this division, she will retain absolute power. 

‘Jefferson understood human nature she knew that pre. 
judice against Great Britain, springing from our oni, 
national contest, was easily excited—that having rous 
edthis dormant passion, he could as easily direct it 
His slang about liberty and economy was at first popular 
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with all parties; and ‘with these mathines wonders 
have been and will be performed to our lasting injury. 

‘Ido not belicve that our Cabinet wish for war of 
iny sort: a System of National Fretting against Great 
Britain is their clement—to organize and carry on this 
system will be their great effort. And I do believe the 
people will not be rescued until overtaken by great ca- 
lamities—evils that will make them feel, and reficct, 
and act.” . 

! poe - 
Extracts from another letter, Feb. 3a, 1811. 

** Yesterday we had a long debate on Randolph’s mo- 

tion to repeal the law of last May which led to the Pro- 

lamation and non-intercourse ; but the whole body of 
the household troops were opposed to it. The last 
news from France has made great confusion in the camp : 
but they are not without hopes that the President’s Pro- 
clamation will soften the Emperour’s loving heart, and 
that he will yet give us a chance to show eur teeth to Eng- 
land, Grest fault is found with Russell for his wzt#me/y 
letters,* and all the usual sophistry of demecracy is 
tasked to remove unfavorable impressions with regard 
to the loving Emperour. Perhaps it will succeed. 

‘* Those who pretend to discern the signs of the times, 
wssert that the French Deerees neither are nor will be 
repealed: if so, our cabinet will be in real distress. A 
few weeks will undoubtedly unfold further Imperial 
Views: at present we shall only say, that ships laden in 
Engl.nd prior to the Qdinst. shall be exempt from Non- 
intercourse penalties. Before the close of the session 
other measures will be adopted. 

‘** We have agreat Bank committee here from Phila- 
delphia: they are busy among their democratic breth- 
ven. Gallatin has reported te the Senate, at last, di- 
rectly in favour of a renewal of the charter. Lexpect a 
hill will pass that bodv; but [ do not believe it will 
pass the House—but itis possible. ; 

The business of the secret sessions is not yet divulg- 
edl—when it is, it wiil silence the clamour about the 
Copenhagen expedition. 

** Armsirong was seen by a few only, while in this city. 
Ihave heard none of his communications, except his 
assertion that we have no right to West Florida. It is 
said that he is dissatisfied with our Cabinet—but what 
of that? Altercations among ke. &e. do 
nothing towards relieving the public. 

** The times are more gloomy than at any former peri- 
i. Congress are, to be sure, reprehensible; but so 
long as the public at large remain so lethargic, so little 
alive to their dearest concerns, and so easy under any 
evils, as to place such men in office, itis the people who 
must awake before the body politic can be restored to 
wealth. It is a gloomy consideration that such is the 





tration, nor argument, nor experience, nor the fate of 
*.rrounding nations can take effect. Hot iron is not 
more repulsive to liquids, than is the public ear to the 
voice of approaching evils and increasing misery. ‘The 
-crucible of distress may work a regeneration, and the 
operation is hastening on. We seem inthis nation to 
have provoked it by our apathy, and invited it by our 
silent acquiescence in every step towards it.” 

* ‘This is the true democratic course—when Aymstrong told our Cab- 
inet he presumed they would endure French s no Jonger! 1 passed 
of sub stlentio, But when a mere charge des a ‘(a minor officer) 
conducts like an indepeinient American agent, the Gabinet grumble, but 
not very loud at first, lest the people should see through their friendship 
for the Emperour. Nay, even the “Baltimore Whig,” seemg Napoleon's 
conduct a little too oy to be plumply preised im this instance, says 
“ Mr, Russel] has done himself eternal honor ;” and can’t see how Na- 
polcon will e plain such continual sizure and confiseation. But ina 
te w days, When he thinks the public have sunk into their usual indiffer- 
ence and the story is a little o/d, this same Whig man will discover re- 
markable proofs, exempiifieations, and demonstrations of on pe 
* love” “complete justice’? towards us. And Mr. Russell will in 
the end, fare like most other faithful Americans—he will be denounced 
asa greater tory than Pinckney uy Pickering. (Correspondent.) 





Counterfeiters.—Nebron Muabee and Alexander M’In- 
tosh, have beer: «en upat Pittsburgh, Penn. for passing 
counterfeit Baltimore bills. They say they haye associ- 
ates in Delaware county, in this state, by the names of 
James Calder and John Ray. 
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FROM ENGLAND. 


Accounts have been received at Boston, to the 26th De- 
cember. The rsin council bad not been revoked ; 
but assurances been given to the American minister, 
that they would be revoked, the moment it was ascertain. 





ed that the French decrees had ceased to operate. The 
king remained very dangerously ill. 
Sweden had declared war against England. 
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morbid state of the public mind, that neither demon- | 











CORRESPONDENCE. 


Without giving any opinion on the merits of the verses 
of ** Encax,” I am constrained to reject them, because 
I believe they contain a personal allusion. i 

** Ferix” exercises his poetic talent ona m t- 
cious subject ; but 1 am not quite satisfied of the 
propriety of some of his lines. At any rate, his produc. 
tion must be deferred until next number. 

* Cuartes Hopeweu.” is postponed. 

**B. H. L.” willpercewe that | have varied an expres- 
sion in his communication. Ihave done so, because I 
conceive that the term, ** Aeavenly converse,” applied to 
an interview between an enraptured youth and acharm. 
ing fair one, is profane, and consequently highly im. 
proper. 

** Propus” is again deferred ; but shall appear next 
week, 

The commendatory letter communicated by ** Onsrnx- 
varor” would probably lead to a controversy which 
could not benefit the public. At present, therefore, U 
do not think it advisable to publish it. 

‘* HorTeNstus” cannot receive attention this week. 

** An Impartial Observer's” No.2, is received. Al- 
though his essays might gratify “ the Ladies of Alba. 
ny,” Ido not believe they are calculated to edify the 
public generally. 

I assure ‘* Tnespis” that I should be perfectly wil- 
ling to publish any well-written commendation of the 
theatrical corps in this city. Their success in drawing 
together good houses, is a proof of their merit. But if 
the young ladies who attend che theatre, behave improp- 
erly, they must be chastised through some other me- 
dium than the Balance. 


— 
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THE KNOT. 


MARRIED, 


At Sand-Lake, on Tuesday evening, the 5th inst. by 
the Rev. Justus Gregory, Doctor Jonn Downs,, of 
Greenbush, to Miss Mary V. P. Grecory, daughter 
of Stephen Gregory, Esq. of the former place. 
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THE RKRNELL. 
== 
Weekly Journal of Deaths. 


At New-York—Mr. Peter Brinckerhoff, aged 35— 
Mr. John Harbec, late of this city, aged 68—Mr. John 
B. Desdoity, 51—Mr. Benjamin Donovan, 21—Mrs.Ma- 
ry M’Duitee, 75—Mr,. Samuel Moore, 31—Mr. W diam 
il. Dominick-—-Mr. James Bogert, 73—Mrs. Catharine 
Somarindike, 22. At Salem, Mr. Hugh Martin. At 
l'roy, Mr. Francis Prentiss, 22. At Hempstead, Mr. 
Charles Crommelin, formerly of New-York, aged 90, 
At W oreland, Elder Ora Butler, pastor of the Bap. 
tist chuveh in that town, aged 38. 

In Massachusetts —Boston—Mrs. Rachel Todd,31— 
Miss Nancy Bird, 21—Widow Sally Griffin, 47—Miss 
Anna Wilkerson, 69. Cambridge-Port—Mrs, Mary 
Wheeler, 24. Sunderland—Elder Noah Baker, 91.— 
Howard—Mrs. Sally Haskell, 42. Gre ington— 
Mrs. Susanpah Nichols, 76—Miss Ele eurtis, 21.—~ 
Petersham—Mr. Oliver Hildreth. Worcester—Caprt, 
Samucl Ciirtis, jun. 49. Leominster—Mrs. Betty Car. 
ter, 57. Lunenberg—Mr. Elijah Fairbank, 40. Lan. 
caster=-Mrs. Nancy Buttrick, 26.. Salem—Mrs. Mary 
Millet, 74. Newton—Mrs. Susan Thwing, 36. Rox. 
bury—Mrs. Lydia Parker, 54. Stockbridge—Mr. Mat. 
thew Cadwell, 79=2Widow Charity Davis,90,  — 

In Connecticut.—Middletewn—Miss Sarah G. Pierc@y 
24. Chatham—Mr. Thomas Aikin, 80—Capt. Jacoh 
Hurd, 909—Mr. Cozens Trowbridge. Litchfield—Mrs, 
Sarah Shethar, 82. ‘i 

Sophronia Phelps. 


In Vermont —Hartford—Mrs. 






Brattleborough-——Mr. Jobn Field, 70, i Wid. 
ow Mary Fitch, 78. ze 
In Pennsylyania.—Bethiehem—Mrs. Ha Benacda, 


Governess of the Young Ladies Academy atthat place, 
Foreign Death.—In atertord, Ireland, the Rev. T, 
Dickson. He wes in his desk, and had fust given out as 
his text, ** We must all appear befare the judgment seat of 
Christ ;? when he fell down in bis pulpit, and ingtanay 
expired, 4 
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Gi Balance. 





Wreath. 
a THE BALANCE. 
THE GOVERNOR’s SPEECH, 
THE peeunt. ECHO; 


Jilustrated by two Fucts in Common Life. 


FIRST. 


Sawney and Teague met ; and, in conversation, 

Alternate, boasted of their land and nation :— 

Quoth Sawney, “ In the Highlands once I found 

A mickle cave, which echo’d back each sound 

One pleas’d tomake. Should any man there cry, 

Guid morrow.....6 guid morrow,’ ’twould reply !” 

* Arrah,” quoth Teague, “ in Antrim, there’s a cave, 

Bigger nor that: ’tis cali’d the d...I’s grave : 

Chock in your head, and give a lusty roar ; 

’T will answer ev’ry word, and three times more / 

Suppose you say, ‘ low are ye’? how d’ye do” 

*f will answer, ‘ Hearty, 1 thank ye—how are you ? 
SECOND. 

In tipsy mood, poor Teague once tri’d, 

From block, to get lis horse astride : 

Teague and his horse both stepp’d together— 

Teague frem the block—his horse up nearer. 

As Teague mistook his horse’s track, 

Ife fell, thrash, over, on his back! 

** What,” said a wag, who saw the sight, 

** Can’t you and poney both hit right? 

Can’t you get on ”—** On! Aye”—Teague cri’d— 

“Pm more than on—I’m over t’other side /” 
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FOR THE BALANCE. 


SOLILOQUY, 
4t the Portrait of my Friend. 
Iiere I can see, 
While mem’ry calls thy former looks to view, 
Those smiles of glee, 
Which social greetings o’er thy visage threw. 
When sorrow wounds thy heart, 
I bear a friendly part 


Nee 


In all thy pains ; 
And when thy joys arise, 
I trace them in thine eyes, 
And o’er thy veins. 


When thou art gay 
are flies away ; 
augiliter swell thy cheeks : 
When woes distress, 
Or foes oppress, 
Thy dignity this portrait speaks. 


I sce mil 


And when denied thy presence here, 


I sigh no useless plaint ; 


But, torenew my wonted cheer, 
I hold discourse with paint. 


I speak to thee when quite alone, 
Though Fancy says I ne’er am so: 
She hears thy care-dispelling tone, 
And says that words from canvass flow. 


Thus plastic art supplies their place, 
When friends must from our circle part ; 
To leave a friend a friend’s full face, 
That holds a miniature of hear’ RR 


\ 
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aNoniter. 
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“ Father of light and life ! Thou Good Supreme! 
O teach me what is good.” —— 
THOMSON. 





EXTRACT. 
On the hafifiiness of the life to come. 


“In heaven our glorified bodies will be no 
longer subject to infirmity or decay : all positive 
evil will cease. Our faculties, being perfected 
to a degree of which we can at present form no 
idea, will bring to the soul an endless variety of 
delightful emotions. In the enjoyment of eter- 
nal youth and health, endued perhaps with modes 
of perception, at present as incomprehensible to 
us as are the pleasures of vision to a man born 
blind, our senses will no longer be at variance 
with our reason: the corruptible body will no 
more press down the soul, but will be the instru- 
ment ofits happiness. We shall enjoy the plea- 
sure of acquiring and possessing knowledge, un- 
allayed by any of those inconveniences which ac- 
company themon earth. Our faculties, talents, 
and assistances, will always be equal to the stu- 
dies in which we shall employ them: a firm con- 
fidence of success in our enquiries and research- 
es will make them so easy to us, that they will 
be productive of pleasure, unmixed with the 
slightest degree of fatigue : and being secure of 
an eternal duration, we shall not fear any imped- 
iment to our advancement in those sublime at- 
tainments which will be the objects of our pur- 
suit in the realms of immortality. 

“ The Supreme Being will always be the prin- 
cipal object of our meditations. Here below we 
see him darkly ; but then we shall sce him face 
to face. ‘The attributes of Gop, the wonders of 
creation, the conduct of Providence, the great 
designs of the Most High, and all those beautiful, 
sublime, and infinitely diversified objects, in the 
contemplation of which we feel every moment 
the weakness of our earthly faculties, will be dis- 
played before us in all their lustre. 

“ Atthe sight of that immense store of plea- 
sures, of which Gop will have given us posses- 
sion, our boundless admiration will be accompa- 
nied with the sweetest emotions of gratitude and 
love. By the recollection of the past, those e- 
vils which can exist no longer but in our memory, 
will be admirably instrumental in enhancing the 
value of our happiness, and procuring us a more 
exquisite enjoyment of it. During this delight- 
ful retrospect, we shall look up to that Being, who 
is the author and finisher of our fuith, with trans- 
ports of gratitude and love, of which our most 
ardent sensations of piety on earth can give us 
but a faint idea. 

“ From reflecting on the past, we shall natural- 
ly proceed to meditate on ihe future, and to en- 
joy the delightful anticipation of those degrees 
of glory and felicity which we shall not at first 
possess. Admitted into the presence of Gop, 
honored by his approbation, we shall see in Him, 
and in every thing around us, the great system 
of universal felicity, a felicity for ever extending, 
and for ever encreasing. Gop, who knows our 
hearts, will place objects before us to exercise 
our noblest virtues, in all their variety, delicacy, 
and ardor. Happy in ourselves, and in the hap- 
piness of myriads of our fellow creatures, exuit- 
ing in the prospect of an eternal augmentation 








of excellence and felicity, we shall enjoy these 
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inestimable blessings with a warmth, and enere 
jof sentiment which it is impossible to feel in 
this imperfect state. 

“ We shall be secure of finding, in each ofthe 
blessed, every disposition. and affection towards 
us which can gratify our social feelings, and our 
natural desire to love and to be loved. Strength. 
ened by our progress in knowledge, in virtue, 
and in amiable sentiments ; animated by the pre. 
sence of our heavenly Father: free from all im. 
pediments; secure from all indifference; our 
affection for each individual of the blessed wil} 
‘be more ardent and tender, than that which we 
|now feel for the most beloved friend: while we 
have the greatest reason to hope, that every ten- 
.derand virtuous attachment formed on earth, 
the object of it be really deserving of our esteem, 
will be renewed with augmented ardor, andbe 
enjoyed for ever. No envy, no jealousy, e 
ver disturb our social happiness. Every 





others ; andthus we shall in some measure ap. 


ven. At the first sight of a glorified spirit, we 
shall feel a reciprocal attachment ; and shall for- 
ever rejoice in the blessings of mutual love. 


“ When we shall reflect on the numerous 
temptations we have overcome, and the various 
afflictions we have endured, in our progress to- 
wards that felicity to which we have at length 
| attained, we shall enjoy the approbation of our 

own conscience, and that approbation which on 
earth had seldom more than a consolation in ad- 
versity, will become in heaven a pure and delight- 
ful pleasure ;--a pleasure which we shall antici- 
pate inan everlasting futurity ; for we shall be 
secure of preserving itinviolate, and of augment 
ing it continually, in the constant exercise of 
virtue. 

“ All these blessings will be accompanied 
with the certainty that they are ours for ever.-- 
In heaven where pain and sorrow are no more, 
and death is swallowed up in victory, we shall 
feel a sweet security that every danger is past + 
while futurity presents an endless perspective, a 
boundless field for the exercise of the noblest vir- 
tues, and the enjoyment of constantly increasing 
happiness.” 








THE BALANCE, 
IS PUBLISHED EVERY TUESDAY, 
AT No. 80, STATE-STREET, ALBANY, 
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<P The papers of a year will constitute a volume (con- 
sisting of 52 numbers, or 416 pages)—and the last 


Title Page and Table of Contents. 


The volumes commence on the first of January of each 
year—and no subscription will be received for less than 
an entire volume. 


Subscriptions will be reccived at any time during the yeat, 
and the antecedent numbers of the volume furnished. 


Papers sent by mail will be carefully enclosed, and pre- 
pared for the post-office on the day of publication. 
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xP Blanks, Handbills, Cards, and other Jobs, executed 
at the Balance-Prc:s, in superior style, and on the short: 
est notice. 


will be contented with his own lot, every one Will” 
sincerely rejoice in the superior exaltation of. 


propriate to ourselves all the happiness in hea- 


number of each volume will be accompanied with @ | 
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